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23 June 2009

Dear Local Authority and LAA contacts,
RE: Submitting NI 185 data for financial year 2008/9
I am writing to you to clarify some of the details of submitting NI 185 data for the financial year 2008/9.

Local authorities are asked to be able to submit the spreadsheets to us for NI 185 (reducing emissions of carbon dioxide from local authority operations) by 31 July 2009. Note that this spreadsheet is also used to record data for Defra’s indicator on air quality (NI 194). We will be in contact shortly to confirm the details of how the spreadsheet will be submitted (whether as an email attachment or some other means) and to confirm the precise deadline for submission. We will ensure that you are given reasonable notice. Please do not attempt to submit the spreadsheet until this guidance has been provided to you.
We have had a number of queries from two-tier local authorities on how they should submit their data. Upper-tier local authorities are asked to submit spreadsheets for lower-tier authorities in their areas along with their own. While, there is no need to merge spreadsheets together into a consolidated spreadsheet at LAA level, we are aware that a number of areas have already done this additional exercise. We feel that this is a useful exercise as it encourages joint working between authorities, but we will still require separate spreadsheets to enable full analysis. However where a consolidated report has not been produced we are prepared to accept separate spreadsheets only, especially if it is overly burdensome to the local authority performing the merger.  

It has been alerted to us that a number of errors have been detected in the NI 185 spreadsheet by local authorities entering data into it. We are very sorry for the inconvenience that this has caused. Please see the attached annex which explains how you should deal with two errors that have been brought to our attention. We would also advise you to consult the Audit Commission’s list of Frequently Asked Questions, which can be seen at: www.audit-commission.gov.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Downloads/20090323faqupdate.pdf
DECC greatly appreciates the effort that local authorities are making to collect emissions data and believes that this is a valuable exercise in demonstrating local leadership in tackling climate change, as well as more generally helping to prepare for the introduction of the Carbon Reduction Commitment. We believe that progress in the UK in emissions reduction is of pivotal importance in allowing us to influence the international community in tacking climate change. Defra also values the work that local authorities have undertaken to provide the data which will be used to generate valuable information on air quality levels.
Yours faithfully,

James Gorie
Climate Change mitigation: local, regional and devolved government

Errors in NI 185 spreadsheet
Entries for ‘Baseline Year’ and ‘Year’ dates 

As data only needs to be entered from financial year 2008-9, local authorities have asked us how they can overwrite the baseline years 2006 and 2007. The cells stating the year are not protected and can be overwritten. 2006 can be overwritten with 2008 and the other years will automatically change to 2009, etc. Alternatively, you can enter 2008-9 or 2008/9 but you would then need to make corresponding entries for the following two financial year periods – this should be easy to perform (the spreadsheet is not able to automatically enter future years in this format because it was issued before the decision was taken to align NI 185 with the Carbon Reduction Commitment (CRC) by covering a financial year period).
Some local authorities have entered data for 2006/7 and 2007/08. This is not wasted effort as it will help strengthen carbon management by allowing trends to be identified, but there is no requirement to submit this data to the Government.
Transport 

In the transport section of the spreadsheet, the formulae for the Bus/Rigid Refuse Truck fuel entries are not working correctly in the ‘air quality component’ table (8th to 10th column from the left: columns S, T and U). Please find attached a corrected version. For those Local Authorities which need to enter data into these cells and have not been able to resolve the formulae errors, we would be grateful if you could transfer the data for this section to the corrected version. It should be relatively straightforward to copy and paste the data to this corrected sheet.
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